   Modal /Anomalous/ Defective Verbs in English (Verbos Modais) 
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Em Inglês, verbos modais são verbos que só ocorrem na presença de um outro verbo; são defectivos na conjugação. Devido à alta freqüência com que ocorrem, estes verbos tornam-se muito importantes na língua inglesa. Seguem abaixo os principais:

· 1) Can   = poder /sentido de capacidade/habilidade  / permissão informal

Less frequent consumption of aspirin can affect fetal presentation.
That drug can diagnose the cancer at an early stage.
 Can I take this book?

· Could    =  podia ou poderia 

They  could call me later.   / Could you do me a favor?
Note: will be able to + verb = será capaz de / poderá: usado para o futuro: She will be able to express her feelings./  He will be able to return  at home.
· 2) May  = poder/ sentido de possibilidade razoável para acontecer/ permissão formal.
An early stage cancer may be completely eradicated.
It is possible that some of these deaths may have resulted from differential access of health care devices.  / May I come in? 

· Might  = podia ou poderia / sentido de possibilidade no passado.
A low level of education might be related with those crimes. 

Additional properties of the drug might lower the risk of complications.

· 3) Must = dever, ter que / sentido de obrigação 

Before concluding different diagnoses we must clarify the relationship between disease severity and prognosis.
You must stop smoking.

· 4) Should / Ought to = deveria / sentido de sugestão, conselho, recomendação e conclusão lógica.
The doctor should biopsy those lesions. /  You should have more progress in the work / Professionals ought to take into account the costumer´s amount of money. You should/ought to stop smoking.
· EXERCISE: Underline the modal verbs and give a possible translation of the sentences:
1) Physical fitness can help you live longer. 

2) Players should avoid using their head to hit the ball.

3) You must not enter that area.

4) This new medicine could be the solution to our problem.

5) People ought to vote even they don´t agree with any of the candidates.

6) Peter might phone. If he does, could you ask him to ring later?

7) Genes may make them susceptible to gain weight.

8) Studying these animals may help you to understand why people can eat more than other and never gain weight.
9) The laser system can detect slight chemical changes in a tissue that may signify very early stages of cancer.

10) You should get your brakes fixed; otherwise, you might have an accident.
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	If a canner can can ten cans a day, how many cans can ten canners can today?
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